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The belles-lettres language had been influenced by slang at all times. The picaresque novel’s genre
which originated in the 16th century in Spain meets the tendency of literature development that can be called
«write as speak». It allows bringing into the literary language all «lofty» and «poor» forms that could be
found in dialect and professional language as well as in spoken one. Many Spanish classics such as Cervantes,
Quedo, Alemann included the language of the declassed elements to some extent. Active use of lower class’
vocabulary is the principal peculiarity of a picaresque novel as well as its stylistic marker.
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