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Graphical abbreviations are the result of shortening of words and word groups in written speech
while in oral speech the corresponding full forms are used. Lexical abbreviations are pronounced and
used in written speech in the shortened form. They are used for the economy of space and effort in written
speech. They can greatly contribute to a concise style and also help to convey a sense of social identity.
All these reasons of using abbreviated forms are in a close relation to the language of the Internet, where
there is a great desire for linguistic economy. In the given article you may find the classifications of the
most notable features of the present-day English language of the Internet – lexical and graphical
abbreviations.
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I. -

1. , -

; :
,  

-
, : sig <

signature; edu < education; alt < newsgroups,
which discuss alternative topics; interstit <
interstitial advert; sci < science;
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 ( -
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: 

 « » -
.

-
,  

 ( -
): Inet < Internet/Intranet; Telix <

Terminalprogarammes;
2. , 

,  ;  

-
:

-
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 (
): WinApp < Windows Application;

TechRef < Technical Reference Manual;
, -

-
: e-zine

< electronic magazine; Wizop < Wizard Sysop;
Ebone < European Backbone; incoterms <
International Commercial Terms;

, -
-
-

: e-mail < electronic mail; Internet
< international net; emoticon < emotional
icon; intercommunication < international
communication.

3. , 

-
. 
, 

:
 –
-

: PC < personal
computer; IT < Information Technologies; IP
< Internet Protocol; IRC < Internet Relay
Chart; SSP < Storage Service Provider;

 ( -
) – 

; -
-
-

: FIRST < Forum of Indecent
Response and Security Teams; SATAN <
Security Administrator Tool for Analysing
Networks; WAN < Wide Area Network;
WELL < Whole Earth «lectronic Link;
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) -
: I-way < Information Superhighway;

C-mail <  Computer  Service  mail; B-board <
bulletin board;

) , -
; -

 « -
, , -

»:
Y-modem; Z-modem ( -

).
II. -

1.  ( ):
: g < giga; l < laugh; s <

smile; g < grin/giggle; h < hour;
: afaict < as far as I can

tell; asap < as soon as possible; btw <  by  the
way; iirc < if I remember correctly; istm <  it
seems to me; atw < at the weekend; iow <  in
other words; otoh < on the other hand.

2.  ( , -
): sig < signature file; esc < escape;

exch < exchange; enq < enquiry; excl <
exclamation mark.

3.  ( -
, ) – , -

: thx/tx <
thanks; hrs < hours; pls < please; ppl < people.

4.  – 
, ,

,
, 

;
-
-

, 
:

: 2bctnd < to be continued; t2ul8r
<  talk  to  you  later; s2s <  skin  to  skin; f2f <
face to face; j4f < just for fun; 2l8 <  too  late;
4yeo < for your eyes only; m8 < mate;

: cu < see you; oic < oh I see; tuvm
< thank you very much; wuwh < wish you were
here; ruok < are  you OK; ICQ < I seek you;

 ( -
): o4u < all for you; w4u < wait  for

you; 2g4u < too good for you.

5.  – , -
,  

: , ;
:

,  
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:
) emoticons/emogramms/smileys – ,

, -
, -

; ) -
 (

): :-D , 
; :-) – ; :-( –

; )  ( -
):

       < ;          < ;
) motags – , -
, -
: <compliment>;
) assicons – 

emoticons: (!) < a tight ass; (_x_) < kiss my ass;
 (

, 
): @ < at; X! <

typical woman; Y! < typical man; Cof$ <
Church of Scientology.
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,
 flamming, spamming  bootstrapping.

-
-

,  twain (thing with an interesting name)
bg (big grin), -

. -

,
, , -

, rotflol (rolling on the floor
laughing out loud)  fotcl (falling off the chair
laughing). 

-
3.

-
.
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