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Many parts of the evaluation system traditionally presented by the opposition «good/bad» are not
always symmetrical and reveal contradictions in some cases. The article deals with the issues of the
ostensive stimuli which under certain conditions can cause transformation in negative words’ semantics.
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Stop it! Stop it! You… you lecher! Her face

was white, her voice high-pitched (Hotel,
p. 32).

-
 «lecher»

(a man thinking of women in a sexual way;
used showing disapproval) 

 «her face was
white, her voice high-pitched», -
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For you any time, you lecher. – She sang
out picking up the picture (The Plot, p. 519).

-

«lecher» -
 «sang out»,
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“The first thing we’ve gotta do is find out
whether someone is trying to knock you off or
whether you’re nuts. Right, Doc?” He broke
into a broad smile taking the offence out of
his  words  (The  Naked  Face,  p.  140).
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 (gotta do,

knock off).  (a broad
smile) 
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:  «nuts» 
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 «taking the
offence out of his words».

“Thanks,  K.  O.  You’ve  been  a  real  pain  in
the ass”.

But he was smiling and it struck everybody
as being funny (Client, p. 562).
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 «pain in the ass» 
-

. -
 –

«it struck everybody as being funny».
I laughed down at the ring of other faces

that had suddenly reverted to a good humor.
“You’re a right lot of bastards”, I said and

got  several  grins  back  (Wild  Horses,  p.  163).
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 «bastard» -
, -

. 
 – «got several

grins back».
As Aprile approached, she extended her

arms in a grant gesture of welcome: “You
made it, you devil” (Murder at the Watergate,
p. 55).

-
 «an evil person»,  «a

high spirited person, ready for adventure» -
 «devil». -

-
-

. -
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, 
. -

-
-

 «a grant
gesture of welcome». -

, -
-

. -

 «devil».
“Go to bed, you monster”. She shouted it

gaily over her shoulder (The Ring, p. 92).
,  -

 «mons ter» 
«reproachfully or playfully». -

 «monster» -
.

. 
, -

 «gaily». -
, -

-
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. 
«monster» 

.
“Then say that I am ugly and stupid and

fat.” She grinned at him and they both laughed
(Summer’s End, p. 24).
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 – «grinned»
 «laughed», 

-
, , -
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 «ugly», «stupid», «fat»
-
-

. -
 – «they both

laughed», .
–  To  the  powers  that  be,  –  I  toasted.
Cindy laughed.
–  Powers  that  be  full  of  shit,  powers  that

be pompous jerks, powers that be trying to
keep you down.

Claire yelped in approval and we all
clinked glasses as we were old friends (First
to Die, p. 100).
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 «shit»  «pompous jerks». -
-
-

, 

 – «Claire yelped in approval
and  we  all  clinked  glasses  as  we  were  old
friends».

“The crazy Berliner,” her father would say
fondly in his heavy Gallic accent. “You should
have seen her during the war” (The Aquitaine
Progression, p. 261).

-
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-

 «fondly». -

,
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(«crazy»  «fondly») -
-

 «crazy», -
-

 – «You should have seen her
during  the  war».  
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