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Study of the interrelation of romantic and realistic aspects of Russian literature of the 19th century is
a relevant challenge for school. Basing on the early lyrics of M. Lermontov, the article reveals that students
of the 9th grade are able to see and realize the complexity and ambiguousness of the poet’s artistic thinking.
Correlation of the images of an angel and a demon contributes to the synthesis in readers’ valuation,
removing formalism and straightness of judgements. In general, students’ answers show their ability for
philosophical generalizations.
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