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There is an opinion that conservatism doesn’t accept liberty. But M. Menshikov, a Russian
conservative, believed that liberty, worth of a great nation, can take place within social inequality. The
idea is that a person who possesses a right of choice chooses the opportunity to fulfill his/her duty. In his
work «Upper than Liberty» Menshikov mentions that liberty in itself is a tool. Its aim is civilization,
peace and benevolence.
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The research of the Nerchinsk penal servitude of the second half of the 19th century allows to study
the system of protective policy in Russia in the context of modern reforms in our country and penitentiary
system reform in particular. The first step in realization of this reform was the transfer of penal servitude
management from the mining department jurisdiction to the civil one.
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