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The article is devoted to the problems of the linguistics of values; it focuses on «Hollywood», which
is regarded as a concept of American culture and is characterized by contradictory ways of mental
assessment.
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Hollywood was not part of the United
States. The war in Europe existed only on
screen, and then only if it was box office.
Otherwise… who cared? It was an unreal world
and Margaret had begun to feel unreal in it4.
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«I propose we drink to Hollywood, stardom,

and lots and lots of money,» said Margaret5.
, 

.
«And where do you live in California?» «In

Los Angeles.» Susanna opened her eyes wide.
«Are you off your rocker? What normal person
would leave Los Angeles – Hollywood – for
Ohio?»6
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Thanks to television, the Academy Awards
are America’s great annual collective going-to-
church night. The event is our most convenient
form of communal worship and our most direct
link to the true heroes and heroines of our
culture. We worship our movie stars because
they are the surrogates of the dreams and
aspirations we are too timid to reach for except
in our fantasies… Oscar night, like some daintily
civilized revival meeting, liberates us7.
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«You’re right. Dead right. It’s a good life.
A great life. We have it all, you and I. All the
advantages. Big houses, big cars, big money, and
in your case, big tits… As I said: we got it all.
Aint’ fame a bitch, Marti?» asked Vinnie, now
wearing his most charming smile. <…> «I like
it», she said finally. «I like it a lot. It’s all like
this… I even like the work, the hours waiting
for the set to be lit, for the make up to be just
right. And the cars that await and even the planes
they will hold just because you are who they think
you are»8.
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Kids from Kansas to Pennsylvania
Soon develop that movie mania
Driving their jalopies through the dust
And out to Hollywood or bust9.
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So you wanna be a superstar
Welcome to Hollywood
Quick money, fly women, fast cars
Welcome to Hollywood
So you wanna be a superstar
Welcome to Hollywood
High times, big dreams, living large
Welcome to Hollywood10.
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» (Bacon J. Hollywood is a four-

letter town),  «
 – » (Wagner W.

Beverly Hills: Inside the Golden Ghetto),
.  « ?»

(Lassky J. Whatever Happened to
Hollywood?) 
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One of the soap operas indeed! That’s what

her life now resembled. From the moment she
returned to Hollywood, there had been little of
its renown gaiety but much trauma that now
bordered on the tragic11.
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She didn’t know his intent as he seemed to
have none. Except to drive his «bike» and to see
how much liquor his system could hold before
he became incapacitated. Once, when he was
more than just a little «high», he had said
wistfully, «I’m a star with no sky in which to
shine.» It was his way of admitting, she realized,
that there was no demand for his services. Not
in films. Not even on stage12.
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In the theatre, Nick felt the familiar anxiety.
Seeing his own face on the screen pissed him off.
Sometimes he felt sorry he had risen so high.
Hadn’t he been happier in Chicago when he
worked in QG’s bar and slept with Deville?
Nobody had pressed on him. Now that pressure
became so impossibly hard that he felt he might
explode13.
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Hollywood
In time they’ll build you up
And then they’ll bring you down
Hollywood
You’re a dream machine
Some day they’ll burn the king
for selling out
Chew you up and spit you out
Just like heaven when things are good
But there ain’t no hell like
Hollywood14.
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From what she heard of Hollywood, they

would be the Christians thrown to the lions in
the arena of competition and sex15.
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 ‘We live in California, Los Angeles’. ‘Ah,
that’s where Hollywood is, with lots of sex, drugs
and all the other bad things, I read about it’,
said Aretha-May resentfully16.
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Live from the city of lights sunny days and
late nights

Dope, designer drugs, porn stars and bar
fights

I drop17.
 «

» , -
, -

.
, -

-

. .  « »:
Fitzgerald died before he completed this

mastery study of Hollywood in its heyday. From
the daily routine of business, alcoholism and
promiscuity of this never-never land, he draws a
bitter-sweet love affair and bids his own final,
poignant farewell to the Great American
Dream18.
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