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The article is devoted to the status of root words representing the most ancient layer of vocabulary
and their role as components of Russian phrasemes containing mythical motives. The author’s
understanding of the term «mytheme» is given in the article.
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The review of the works devoted to the description of a literature personage image is given in the
article. The purpose of the article is to show the role of qualitative adjectives as a language facility of
creating an image (by the material of L. Tolstoy’s novel «War and Peace»).
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