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The article outlines the changes in the funeral ritual of Ossetians from the 19th century up to
nowadays. The author concluded that some elements of the funeral rituals disappeared because of the
social changes whereas some of them still exist in the transformed form.
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The article dwells upon the study of ancient genre of religious literature – liturgical rhetoric. This
unique genre was found only in Biblical literature written in ancient Hebrew. In ancient time of the
Israeli monotheism formation, the genre was known as revelation rhetoric (up to VII B.C.). However, in
the period of Israel transformation as an ethnic and religious community after Babylonian captivity
(since 539 B.C.) this rhetorical tradition was transformed into the liturgical rhetoric in proper sense.
This process is reflected in Aramaic translations of the Pentateuch – the so called targums.
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