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 («sunshine»), («street-

lamps»),  («fire
signs»),  ,  
(«light», «radiant»).  –
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 («she sat un her rocking-
chair…and looked out upon the pleasantly
lighted street»1). 
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(«But Clyde’s eyes were beginning to wander
nervously in the direction of Jephson, who was
fixing him as with a  beam of  light»).   -
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 («They drew
the curtains. And then – and then. He was gone
now. Those three dimmings of the lights»2).
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 («She went foolishly out, the office
boy deferentially swinging the door for her, and
gladly sank into the obscuring crowd»3).
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The author of the article analyses various social signs (city life, clothes, material objects) in T.
Dreiser’s novels and their meanings. The writer’s choice and use of social signs are considered as an
artistic device.
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(«Men and women hurried by in long, shifting
lines»4). -
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 («Don’t keep the line waiting»5).
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,  («It
seemed fantastic, Aladdinish really»). -

-
: «A mysterious and yet sacred vision –

a tip!»6. 
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, : «It was painful
to him now to think that his clothes were not
right; that he was not as handsome, as he might
be, not as interesting»7.
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look, see, gaze. , -
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,   («In
this conversation she heard, instead of his
voice, the voices of the things which he
represented. How suave was the counsel of his
appearance!»8).
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: «But now – how must he look? And to-
morrow his mother would be coming – and later
Jephson and Belknap, maybe. God!»9.

-
; -

.  -
,   ,  ,  -

 –  ,  -
,  

 («Oh the fine clothes, the handsome
homes, the watches, rings, pins that some boys
sported; the dandies many youths of his years
were!»10). -
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 («He was determined that girl

or not girl, he would not have one who was
not pretty»11).
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 («an unsurmountable wall or
impenetrable barrier between them»12).
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