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Terms that were used during the 20th century in official statistics, administrative practice and scientific
literature to denote the ethnic group, now known as the Southern Selkups, are presented in the article in
chronological order and context of their usage. The trend to replace the terms of self-identification with
the officially approved «correct» ones is also demonstrated.
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The article is devoted to the analysis of some motives in the prose of Konstantin Vaginov. Vaginov’s
permanent use of these motives can be explained by the influence of Mikhail Bakhtin’s ideas on his
artistic world outlook. During the period of his close interaction with Vaginov Bakhtin was elaborating
his conception of polyphonic novel that included some characteristics of ancient menippea.
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