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The article views the problem of adverbial participles’ status in the Mari linguistics. In some
works on the Mari grammar adverbial participle is defined as a non-conjugated verb form combining
features of verb and adverbial participle. Others present it as a non-conjugated verb form that
denotes a secondary action connected with the main action of a subject. Meanwhile all forms of
adverbial participles in the Mari language take possessive suffixes like nouns. The author of the
article suggests a new definition of adverbial participle in the context of these characteristics. In the
Mari language adverbial participles combine features of verb, noun and adverb and form a changing
lexico-grammatical class.
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1 2 3 1 2 3 
361 25 (7%) 34 (10%) 244 (67%) 3 (1%) 3 (1%) 52 (14%)
123 23 (19%) 17 (14%) 60 (49%) 3 (2%) 20 (16%)
440 18 (4%) 5 (1%) 386 (88%) 31 (7%)
48 48 (100%)
17 17 (100%)
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