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The article contains the description of relationships between church and state in the Russian Empire
in the context of the political atmosphere in the 1720s taking into account peculiarities of the Nizhniy
Novgorod region. The article shows the problems of these relationships connected with the synod regime
formation in the Nizhniy Novgorod region.
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The role and functions of riddles and tales as a genre-forming factor in the belles-lettres structure of
a literary fairy-tale is examined in the article by the example of the work «As a Shepherd» by K.
Khetagurov, an Ossetian classic. According to the explorer’s opinion, the possibilities of poetics of riddles
and tales were used by the writer for wide generalisations and penetrating into social and moral spheres
of philosophical judgments.


