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The article outlines some points of the cognitive scenario analysis which illustrates how the implicit
representation of the emotional concept «fear» contributes to the general mechanism of comic effect
creation.
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A mom and dad were worried about their
son not wanting to learn math at the school he
was in, so they decided to send him to a Catholic
school. After the first day of school, their son
comes racing into the house, goes straight into
his room and slams the door shut. Mom and dad
are a little worried about this and go to his room
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The boy doesn’t
study hard

The boy sees a crucifixion.
The boy does not know it is a crucifixion.
The boy thinks it is a punished person who
was not studying hard.
The boy thinks the same will happen to him

The boy is
frightened

The boy decides to
study hard.

to see if he is okay. They find him sitting at his
desk doing his homework. The boy keeps doing
that for the rest of the year. At the end of the
year the son brings home his report card and
gives it to his mom and dad. Looking at it they
see under math an A+.

Mom and dad are very happy and ask the
son, «What changed your mind about learning
math?»

The son looked at mom and dad and said,
«Well, on the first day when I walked into the
classroom, I saw a guy nailed to the plus sign at
the back of the room behind the teacher’s desk
and I knew they meant business.»

: son
not wanting to learn math at the school, Mom
and dad decided to send him to a Catholic school;

  the son comes racing into the house, goes
straight into his room and slams the door shut,
sitting at his desk doing his homework, t the
end of the year they see under math an A+.
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: I saw a guy nailed
to the plus sign at the back of the room behind
the teacher’s desk and I knew they meant
business.
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son not wanting to learn
 math at the school,
Mom and dad decided
 to send him to
a Catholic school

I saw a guy nailed
 to the plus
 sign at the back of
 the room behind
the teacher's desk
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the son comes racing
into the house,
goes straight into his room
and slams the door shut,
sitting
 at his desk doing his
homework,
At the end of the year - under
math
 An A+
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The parrot was fully
frowned with a bad attitude
and worse vocabulary.
David tried hard to change
the bird’s attitude.
Nothing worked.
David put the parrot in the
freezer.

May I ask what the chicken did?

)

)
The parrot calmly stepped
out onto David’s extended
arm and said, “… I will
endeavour at once to
correct my behaviour. I
really am truly sorry and
beg your forgiveness.”

The parrot doesn’t behave
himself

The parrot sees a frozen
chicken.
The parrot does not know
it is a frozen chicken.
The parrot thinks it is
a punished pet chicken who

ehave himself.
The parrot thinks that the same
will happen to him

The parrot is
frightened

The parrot
decides to behave
himself

:
David received a parrot for his birthday. The

parrot was fully frowned with a bad attitude and
worse vocabulary. Every other word was an
expletive.

Those that weren’t expletives, were to say
the least, rude. David tried hard to change the
bird’s attitude and was constantly saying polite
words, playing soft music, anything he could
think of to try and set a good example… Nothing
worked. He yelled at the bird and the bird yelled
back.

He shook the bird and the bird just got
angrier and ruder. Finally in a moment of
desperation, David put the parrot in the freezer.

For a few moments he heard the bird squawk
and kick and scream – then suddenly there was
quiet. Not a sound for a half a minute. David
was frightened that he might have hurt the bird
and quickly opened the freezer door. The parrot
calmly stepped out onto David’s extended arm
and said, «I believe I might have offended you
with my rude language and actions. I will
endeavour at once to correct my behaviour. I
really am truly sorry and beg your forgiveness.»
David was astonished at the bird’s change in
attitude and was about to ask what had made
such a dramatic change when the parrot
continued, «May I ask what the chicken did?»
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S1 doesn’t do the right thing
S1 sees O
S1 does not know it is O
S1 thinks it is S2 who did something bad
S1 thinks the same will happen to him/her
S1 is frightened
S1 decides to do the right thing,
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school, a guy nailed to the plus sign at the back
of the room behind the teacher’s desk.

they meant business , 
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the freezer, the
chicken .
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The author of the article considers dash to be the most polyfunctional and aesthetically significant
mark in V. Nabokov’s poetics. It emphasises logical, semantic and emotional centres of a sentence or a
text fragment, mounts an intonation pattern, sometimes gives a special rhythm to a text and structures
it, revealing some new aspects of the author’s image of the world.
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