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The article is an extract from the research on the «Uncertainty» concept. The Uncertainty
phenomenon is described in the article from the two points of view: rational (given in text and dictionary
definitions) and irrational ones (representing speakers’ cognition and expressed in certain cases of use).
Synthesis of these two approaches helps more clearly understand the nature of the Uncertainty
phenomenon.
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1. , -
:

) 
: The hour of deth and

place is uncertane [OED: 78] 3;
)  ,  ,

: The warp along the shores
of the Trent forms a bed of uncertain thickness
[OED: 78];

) , -
: They floated in the waters

among one another uncertainly [OED: 1718];
) , -

, : The uncertainty
principle – the principle that is not possibly to
measure accurately at the same time both
position and velocity [ChTCD: 1197].

2. 

, ,
): The coffin lay undisturbed, a vague

blur of unsubstantial whiteness in the gathering
dusk [CCELD: 1614].

3. -
 ( -

, , -
): The indefinable sadness of those final

pages [CCELD: 739].
4. , 

 ( , ,
, ): I’ve got a vague

recollection of going there once as a child
[CCELD: 1614].
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 (between the chest and the stomach): In
that tender place between her chest and her
stomach, the place where all the body’s wires
seemed to come together in a clump, she felt the
first minnowy flutter of disquiet [King: 25];

 (in the
stomach): He must make certain that everything
went perfectly at the airport. Skouri felt
tightening in his stomach [Sheldon:  5];  

 (in (at) the back of one’s mind):
«I’m glad.» And she was. Except for the vaguely
disquieting thought in the back of her mind that
somehow she should have been more nervous
about meeting them [Sheldon: 159]; 

 (in one’s bones):
I wouldn’t trust that fellow. If you ask

me why
 –

 « -
» -

  (an uncertainty/uncertainties) -
 (an

indefiniteness) , 
-

, -
: The industry is still

plagued by economic uncertainties [CCELD:
1582]; There is now and then an Oriental
indefiniteness as to the method [OED: 194]; He
is no wise man who will quit a certainty for an
uncertainty [ODQ: 277]. 

-
,

: Miss Burney CeCilia
Mr. Arnott was wretched from a thousand
uncertainties [OED: 79].

,  -
: the continued

uncertainty about the future [CCELD: 1582];
There was confusion for 10 or 15 minutes
[CCELD: 295].

-
-

: I said this rather
to myself than to the gipsy; whose strange talk,
voice, manner, had by this time wrapped me in a
kind of dream. One unexpected sentence came
from her lips after another, till I got involved in
a web of mystification [Bronte (1): 255]. -

:
…to grope an outlet from this cloud of doubt…
[Bronte (1): 529]. , -

, . . -
-

, :
…this suspicion was a mist before her eyes
[Bronte (2): 113]. 

-
 bright: Neither broken nor at rest;

In bright uncertainty they lie [OED: 79]. -
, 

:  …by six o’clock therefore
dawn was just beginning to steal on night, to
penetrate with a pale ray its brown obscurity
[Bronte (2): 45]. -

, 
.

, 
:

When she spoke, his eye searched the obscurity
of her retreat [Bronte (2): 270].
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: Casaubon mentioned that his
young relative had started for the Continent,
seeming by this cold vagueness to waive
inquiry [Eliot: www.eliot.thefreelibrary.com/
Middlemarch].

-

, : : The
spontaneous creativeness… had given place to
hesitation and uncertainty [Albert: 251]; -

: All the
encumbrance of doubt, all the rubbish of
indecision, must be removed at once, and the
plain truth must be ascertained [Bronte (2): 463];

: If America shows
weakness and uncertainty, the world will drift
toward tragedy [Bush: www.brainyquote.com].

-
.
-

, , : Uncertainty
became our insistent 21st century companion
[Wheatly: www.brainyquote.com]. 

: But to us, probability is the
very guide of life [ODQ:  338].  

-
: This suspicion was… a false guide in

her path [Bronte (2):  113].  -

: Our doubts are traitors [Shakespeare:
www.brainyquote.com].

-
:

1) : She was pretty, graceful,
rich in the t imidity born of uncertainty
[Dreiser: 104];

2)  : The secrets  of
business – complicated and often dismal
mysteries – were buried in his breast [Bronte
(2): 95];

3) : Once they had been wealthy
merchants; but the uncertainties, the
involvements, of business had come upon them
[Bronte (2): 21];

4) : Seized with unwonted suspicion
of his own wisdom [WDS: 176];

5) : As I walked away, I was full
of thoughtfulness; what had been incidentally
revealed to me of Captain Ahab, filled me with a
certain wild vagueness of painfulness concerning
him [Melville: www.melville.thefreelibrary.com/
Moby-Dick-I-LXVII];

6) : She stared at him,
and he could see the uncertainty working in her
face [Carre: 289];

7) : The fastest way to
break the cycle of perfectionism …is to embrace
uncertainty and imperfection [Huffington:
www.brainyquote.com].
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: I do not know where I am to turn. I

see no more light than if I were sealed in a rock
[Bronte (2): 124];  – -

: , 
: On many matters he was still

at sea and knew that he needed more reading
and experience [ : 663]; -

 – : I don’t
know what Sally plans to do. Things were sort
of up in the air the last time we talked [Spears:
344];  – -

:
Mary found herself on the horns of a dilemma.
She didn’t know which to choose [Spears: 239];

 – : Your explanation
is as clear as mud. This doesn’t make sense
[Spears: 12].
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