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The article deals with the comparative study of structural-semantic, pragmatic and cognitive-frame
features of linguistic means of understanding and misunderstanding expression in English and Russian
with the help of definition survey, investigation of their word-combinational potential and corpus analysis
of text examples.
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(understand, apprehend, conceive, perceive,
penetrate, see, comprehend, catch, grasp,
realize,  etc.  –  .  .;   « »,

», « », « »,
», « », « »,

», « », « », « -
», « », « », « -

», « » . . – . .).
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 understand. -
 understand 
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1)  ( -
, , ),

-
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2) -

, -
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3) -

, 
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-
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-
 understand 

-
: :

understand (people 27, women 11, children 4,
individuals 3, animal 2, horses 2, man 2, men 2,
parents 2, etc.); -
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: understand (doubt 4, interest
4, motivation 2, consciousness 2, pain 2, love
2);

: understand (relationships 4, behaviour
3, friendships 1, gender 2);

: understand (economics 5,
marketing 2, history 4, science 3, logic 2,
technology 2, engineering 2); -

: understand (information 4, propositions 5,
sentences 4, text 3, discourse 2, signs 2, symbols
2, figures 1); : understand
(English 24, language 9, French 6, German 5,
Italian 2, dolphin-language 1); -

: understand (explanations 6,
instructions 4, commands 3); -

, 
: unders tand (things 17, life 8,

changes 3, nature 3, events 2, mechanisms 2,
features 1, continuity 1, action 3, evolution 3,
reality 3, patterns 2, variations 2,  existence 1);

: understand
(business 5, cars 2, engines 1, electricity 1,
fractions 1, football 1, flowers 1);

: understand
(crime 2, government 2, power 2, money 4,
employment 1, etc).

 understand -
-

 BNC7   , 
 understand -
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-
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. . 
 understand -

-
, -

:  I  don’t  understand,  I  can’t
understand, I didn’t understand, I could never
understand. 
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: You do not, you

can’t understand, Do you understand?, Don’t
you understand? . . 
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,  yes, no, of course,

certainly,  sure  .  ,  
», « », « », « », « » .
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 mean – « ». -
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, 
,  ,  «I  mean…»  –
…», .

,  «Do you mean…?» – « -
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 «What do you
mean?»  «How do you mean?» – «
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«Do you understand? », «What don’t you
understand? », «Is it clear? », «Is it all right? »,
«Is it OK? », «Do you know this word? », etc.

 « ?»,
?», « ?» .

) -
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, 
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 2) 
-

. -
, 

-
-

, , 
, . . -

, , -
, «I do not understand you/your words/

your idea/ what you mean», «I misunderstood
you, please try this once again» -

: «Sorry?» «What
is it? », «What’s that?», «What did you say?».

: «
», « ?», « ?», « -

»,  « ?»  .
)  , ,

, , -
, -

 ( ,
, , -

.) , , -
.
-

 ( , -

, .) -

, 
, -

. :
)  A:  Did  you  talk  to  Mary?  B:  Sorry?  /

Pardon? / You what?/ What? (
);

) A: What time is it? B: Do you want to
leave? ( );

)  A:  My  mother  is  a  lawyer.  B:  Are  you
trying to threaten me? ( );

) A: George Bush is in hospital. B: Junior
or senior? ( ). -

 1) 
«Pardon?», «Sorry?»; 2)  –

 ( -
: «Could you repeat that? », «Can you

repeat?», «Could you say that again? », «Can/
could you explain…?» «Did you utter X?»,
«Did you intend to utter X instead?», «Do you
mean …?», «Do you want me to bring you a
coke?», «Are you asking/asserting that X?»,
etc.),  (... or …) -

 («What do you mean by...?», «How do
you mean?», «What was that?», «What does
«X» mean?»,), 3)  – ) -

-
 (e.i.  «Such  a  big  girl?»),  )  

-
 («Which colour?») .
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, , you said …, -

 mean: «You mean…» 
,  «I understood that you

want me to put glasses somewhere?» -
 understand.
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,   «I mean», «what I mean
is…», etc.
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The author of the article examines some ways of Great Britain’s foreign policy activities through
the facilities of colonial India, whose aim was consolidation of its influence in the Buddhist East.
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