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The article presents the analysis of data – colloquial words – selected from the newspapers of American
and British cities. The author compares lexical units that represent language of different English-speaking
cities.
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Echo&Post», -
 ( ),  «Washington
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Post»  «The Los-Angeles Times», 
 ( ) 

. -
-
-

, ,

 (  – ).
 «

, -
, 

»1, -
:

 «Collins English
Dictionary and Thesaurus»2,

 http://www.peevish.
co.uk3,

 «Urban Dictionary»4,
 «The online Slang Dictionary»5 , 6.

 « » -
, -

 «Collins English
Dictionary and Thesaurus»:

1.  (slang) – , 
-

, 
;

2.  (informal) – -
, 

, , -
. 

-
, . 

, 
 (colloquialisms);

3.  (taboo) – , 
. 

, -
;

4.  (offensive) –
, 

,  
, -

;

5.  (derogatory) –
, 

;
6.  (not standard) – -

, , 
, -

;
7.  (archaic) – , 

, -
, -

;
8.  (obsolete) – ,

. -

,  -
7 .

, 

 «The Times»,
 2005–2006 . -

: Home, Britain, World, Sport, Health,
Women, Business, Leading Articles, Letters to
the  Editor,  Travel,  Games  .  -

 16101
 106008 . -

-
: , ,

. .,
.  -

,  ,  -
 ( ,

 the  6042 , 
of – 2946 ),  49102 -

 11858 . 
-

,  ,  .  .  ,

, -
, -

-
»8 . 

«Liverpool Echo&Post» 
 2005  2006 . (

 World, Nation, Local News,
Business, Sport, Entertainment, Health,
Travel).  

http://www.peevish.
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 11852  106260 -
. , 

, -
 53990  8853

 «Liverpool
Echo&Post».

-
 «Washington Post»  2005-2006 . 

:  Home,  The  State,  Iraq,
The Nation, Social Climes, Opinion, Editorials,
Travel  .   14088 -

 106018 . -
, , -

 ( ,  the
 6195 ,  of 2788 )

 53487 
10575 .  «Los Angeles Times»

 14820  106 679

 –  53741  11074
.  -

. 1.

...

 1

«The Times» «Liverpool
Echo&Post» «Washington Post» «Los Angeles

Times»

Informal
(colloquialisms) 99 205 128 170

Slang 34 44 15 37
Dialects 10 6 2 6
Derogatory
(offensive,
disparaging)

3 1 2 2

Formal or literary
words 4 1 6 6

Old-fashioned
(archaic) 2 3 7 9

.  1,  -

 «Informal» ( -
). , sack

: , -
, . -

:
1. A trust fund for the 6,100 sacked workers

is due to be established today.
2. Having taken more than 40 million out

of the business, the Phoenix Four are putting
just 5,000 each into the trust fund for
thousands of sacked workers («The Times»).

-
, 

sacked workers, 
sack ,

 Informal 
«Collins».

 «Liverpool Echo&Post» -
 114  205

. , 
biopic , -

, -

:
1. Both lost out to Reese Witherspoon,

who walked away with the award for her role
in Johnny Cash biopic Walk  The  Line  at  the
63rd annual awards in Los Angeles.

2. Bullock lines up Metalious biopic
(«Liverpool Echo&Post»).

 «Washington Post» -
 Informal  128 . -

, hefty  2 -
, , -

:
1. Thanks to hefty petroleum  prices,  a  tax

incentive that began this year and …
2. … said David Stone, producer of

«Wicked», a juggernaut from the 2003-04
season that’s still doing hefty business.
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showdown ( ,
)  2 -

, 
Informal:

1. The showdown came  as  both  Israel  and
the Palestinians geared up for separate election
campaigns.

2. «It  is  a  bit  of  a showdown,» said Capt.
John Agnello, public affairs officer for Task
Force 4-64 … («Washington Post»).

 «Los Angeles  Times» 
 101   Informal.  -

, buddy – , -
 « »

-
. 

 5 , , 
:

1. The boyhood buddies grew up a few
blocks  apart  in  west  Orange  but  went  to
different elementary and middle schools.

2. He remembered taking plenty of razzing
from his army buddies when he tried to defend
his sister’s politics («Los Angeles Times»).

Informal 
,  -
, 

, -
, 

. -
, -

, . . . -
, , 

. , -
, -

-
, 

, 
, 

.  
-

,  
» -

.
, -

 Slang, 

: 
,  

. , geek ( -
), -

, 
: I have never considered myself a

geek,  but…   «Collins»  -
 Slang.

scoop :
1. MEERA SYAL treated herself  to  a  large

scoop of  H agen-Dazs in the BBC Two drama
The Secretary Who Stole 4 Million.

2. «This is certainly not a scoop and the
same  thing  must  go  on  in  all  France’s  22
university hospitals» («The Times»).

-
-

»,  Slang.

a kick in the teeth ( ),
 Slang 

«Collins» -
:

MPs and councilors said the allocations
would be a kick in the teeth for the region,
which was refused 170m of public cash for
the Merseytram scheme in November, …
(«Liverpool Echo&Post»).

-
:

1. Without Hutchence to ignite with his
Aussie mates in the studio, those qualities are
missing – because of a hastily recorded session,
maybe,  but  mostly  because  of  a  lack  of
chemistry between grizzled rock veterans and
an unproven reality-show pinup ( , -

).
2.  Slate  media  critic  Jack  Shafer  is  among

those who have raised questions, writing:
«Would a Times reporter extend similar
assistance to an 18-year-old female prostitute?
An 18-year-old fence ( )?
A seller of illegal guns? No way. ...
(«Washington Post»).

 «He remembered taking
plenty of razzing from his army buddies when
he tried to defend his sister»s politics» -
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razzing (  to raz)
(«Los Angeles Times»). 

 US  Slang  -
, .

-
-

 Dialect. ,  «The
witness said that he told the accused: «You’ve
shot the wean» («The Times») wean

 « » -
.

Disparaging ( ). , -
lowbrow -

:
It didn’t help that the pictures’ success in

Europe had been largely populist and that they
achieved their huge grosses here mainly in the
«animal houses,» where male adolescents went
to get off on lowbrow action fare («Los Angeles
Times»).

, -

, -
. -

, , 
, 

.
, -

, -

, -
.

, -
 Literary ( -

): laud, woe, yesteryear
 Formal ( ): mete out,  

: Literary – foe, ire,
slain, incumbent.

,  Old-fashioned ( -
). . . , 

: « -
-
-

»9 .

. 
 French  :

femme, oeuvre, en-suite, joi de vivre ., -
 U.S. or

Canadian: internship, mobsters, rehab, upgrade,
a local diner, sidewalk, sideline, cheerleader

. , ,
British 

Scot and northern England: hulk, laird .
, ,

, -
, -

. -
. . : « -

-

»10 . , 
-

, -

-

. ,
, -

, 

, . . 
.

-
. , -

-
-

, -
, , 

,
. -

. . -
11 ,  

, 
, -

-
. , -

-
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1 . . . .: , 2003.
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2  «Collins English Dictionary and Thesaurus». World Perfect – 1992–
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3 http://www.peevish.co.uk
4 http://www.urbandictionary.com
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