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The article is devoted to the problem of semantic synonyms functioning in tems of English verbs.
These synonyms operate in the system of language and speech on the basis of unigue conceptual cores –
lexical prototypes of synonyms` meanings.
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break: bust, split, rupture, burst, explode,
shatter, splinter, chip, fracture, crack, crumble

pulverize. 
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splinter, -
. -

, -
:

splinter to cause integrity to cease to exist
or it ceases to exist suddenly – 11

sharp pieces – 11
thin pieces – 7
small pieces – 5
hard object – 4

-
, -

-
5 . , 

splinter
 «loss of integrity of something hard

like a piece of wood and its reduction to
small, thin, sharp pieces» (« -

, 
, -

 – »).

:

He crashed into a fence,
splintering the wooden
barricade.

«loss of integrity of something hard
like wood and its reduction to small,
thin, sharp pieces»

He crashed into a fence and the
wooden barricade lost its integrity
being reduced to small, thin, sharp
pieces.

, -

 «to cause the integrity of
a hard object to cease to exist or it ceases to exist
suddenly due to reduction to small, thin, sharp
pieces». 

splinter, 
, 

, -
.

 «suddenly»
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,  Although the water

«beads up» I notice that the deck is turning gray
and is splintering I heard the thud of hooves
lashing out and timbers splintering. 

-
:

 =  +

1) Although the water
«beads up» I notice that
the deck is turning gray
and is splintering.

to cause the integrity of a hard object
to cease to exist or it ceases to
exist suddenly due to reduction to

small, thin, sharp pieces

1) I noticed that the integrity of the
hard wooden structure of the deck is
ceasing to exist due to reduction to
small, thin, sharp pieces.

2) I heard the thud of
hooves lashing out and
timbers splintering.

to cause the integrity of a hard object
to cease to exist or it ceases to
exist suddenly due to reduction to

small, thin, sharp pieces

2) I heard that the integrity of the
hard structure of timbers was
ceasing to exist due to reduction to
small, thin, sharp pieces.
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3) The edges of the
plastic cover had cracked
and splintered.

to cause the integrity of a hard object
to cease to exist or it ceases to exist
suddenly due to reduction to small, thin,

sharp pieces

3) The integrity of the hard plastic
cover had ceased to exist due to
reduction to small, thin, sharp
pieces.

,  «suddenly»,
-

splinter
,
-

.
-

.
, -

splinter
-

 «to cause the integrity to cease
to exist or it ceases to exist suddenly» -

 «by reducing to
small(er) pieces»:

 =  +

4) The party had begun to
splinter into factions.

to cause the integrity of a hard
object to cease to exist or it ceases

to exist due to reduction to small,
thin, sharp pieces

4) The integrity of the party had
ceased to exist and the party formed
smaller groups as if its structure had
been reduced to small pieces.

5) Liberal opinion was
marshaled, integrated and
effective; it is splintered
now.

to cause the integrity of a hard
object to cease to exist or it ceases

to exist due to reduction to small,
thin, sharp pieces

5) The integrity of liberal opinion is
caused to cease to exist and divided
into opposing opinions as if it had been
reduced suddenly to smaller pieces.

6) The politicians hope the
veterans splinter and
never wield their strength
together.

to cause the integrity of a hard
object to cease to exist or it ceases

to exist due to reduction to small,
thin, sharp pieces

6) The integrity of the veterans’ ranks
may cease to exist and form opposing
groups as if they could be reduced to
small pieces.
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splinter  «to cause
integrity of hard object to cease to exist or it
ceases to exist, as it were, due to reduction to
smaller pieces».
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bust, split, rupture, burst,

explode, shatter, splinter, chip, fracture, crack,
crumble pulverize, 

break, -
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break  «to cause integrity
to cease to exist  or  it  ceases to  exist»,  

-
break, . . -
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cause integrity to cease to exist or it ceases to
exist» -

break,  ,  -
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1. to split to cause integrity of object to cease to exist or it ceases to exist, as it were, due to
(forcible) separation (along line of natural division)

2. to burst to cause integrity of object to cease to exist or it ceases to exist, as it were, suddenly
and violently due to excessive pressure causing something to appear

3. to explode to cause integrity of object to cease to exist or it ceases to exist, as it were, suddenly
due to enormous pressure with great force and (loud noise) causing something to appear

4. to bust to cause integrity of any object to cease to exist or it ceases to exist, as it were, by
damaging it extensively and making it inoperative

5. to rupture to cause integrity of membrane to cease to exist or it ceases to exist, as it were,
suddenly due to pressure being pulled asunder forcibly

6. to shatter to cause integrity of fragile object to cease to exist or it ceases to exist, as it  were,
suddenly due to forcible reduction to numerous small fragments

7. to splinter to cause integrity of hard object to cease to exist or it ceases to exist,  as  it  were,
suddenly due to reduction to smaller pieces

8. to chip to cause integrity of hard object to cease to exist or it ceases to exist, as it were, due
to damage caused by failure to have a small piece in it

9. to crumble to cause integrity of soft brittle object to cease to exist or it ceases to exist, as it
were, being gradually reduced (with hands) to numerous very small fragments

10. to crack to cause integrity of object to cease to exist or it ceases to exist suddenly, as it were,
being damaged partially and fissures allow something to appear

11. to fracture to cause integrity of hard object such as a bone to cease to exist or it ceases to exist
suddenly, as it were, being damaged partially or completely under pressure or impact

12. to pulverise to cause integrity of object to cease to exist or it ceases to exist, as it were, under
enormous pressure being reduced to dust and made useless



2 7 4

, , -

, -
, . -

-

break, -
.

, -
split, burst, explode,

bust, rupture, shatter, splinter, chip, crumble,
crack, fracture, pulverise -

, -
-

, -

. -

, , -
 « » -

, , 

. 
, -

, 
. 

, 
-
-
.

, -

, -

-
.

1 . .  // 
. . .  / . . . . . – .: ,

1971. . 19; . . . : , 2003. . 114.
2 . . . : , 2003. . 114.
3 . . . : , 2003. . 89.
4 . . . . : 

. / . . . . 2- , . – .: , 2002. . 240.
5 . . , , : . : -

 « 1», 2001. . 261. . . . -
: . / . . . . 2- , -

. .: , 2002. . 240.
6 .  . . .: , 1971. . 77; 

. ., . ., . . -
. .: . , 1981. . 58; . . : -

. .: , 1983. . 155–156.
7 . . [ ], – : http://iph.ras.ru/

imosk/Texts/BiologyofCognition; . . , , : -
. :  «  1», 2001. . 261;

. . -
. . … . . . : . . . , 2005. . 14; Lyons J. Semantics.

London etc.: Cambridge University Press, 1977. Vol. 1, 2; Langacker R.W. Foundations of Cognitive
Grammar. Vol. 1. Theoretical Prerequisites. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1987. P. 516.

8 .  / . . . . . .: ,
1988. . 117; . .  // -

. . .  / . . . . . -
, . . . . , 1992. . 87–90; . . : 

. .: , 2001. . 419–420.
9 . . . : , 2003.

http://iph.ras.ru/



