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The article is devoted to the analysis of English verbs of behaviour in the light of the verbcentric
conception of sentence and the valency theory. The classification of the verbs is presented. The author
describes prototypical models of situations of a person’s behaviour and analyses semantic and syntactic
valencies of verbs of behaviour on the basis of these models.

: 

 – behave, -
-

.  -
 « -

», -
 « ».

behave
, -

-
.

-
: act, acquit oneself,

bear oneself, comport oneself, conduct oneself,
demean oneself, deport oneself, quit oneself,
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»; react  « -
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behave oneself (+),
demean oneself (-)). -

-
: do, live, respond, 

 – behave». ,
act, bear oneself, conduct, do,

live, respond   «  – behave»
.

  -
,  «pretend – 

»: affect, bluff, feign, humour,
masquerade, profess, simulate,  sham,
impersonate, assume,  imitate,  ape, fake .

 «behave – -
», , -

, 
. 

: abide, adhere, comply,
assert oneself, attitudinize, carouse, condescend,
conform, clown, defy, dishonour, domineer,
father, fawn , forget oneself, fuss, grovel,
kowtow, overdo, pig, play, pose, prance, spoon,
tread, disgrace, misbehave.

   –  
 «

»: bull,
discriminate, ill-treat, mistreat, patronize,
privilege, rough-house, serve, tyrannize, use,
handle, deal with.

-
,  – «

, …»: display, mourn, flaunt,
parade, show, demonstrate, exhibit .

 – «  – cheat – get
smth from smb by behaving dishonestly»: « -

, -
»: cozen, dissemble,

dissimulate, humbug, juggle, pluck, swindle.

 – -
-

. -
-

, -
, 

2.
,

 « -
-

, 
3.

, -
, 

; -
, -

; -
, -

.

, ,

, 
, -

4.
, -

,
-

  -
. -

-
, 

-
. , , -

-
 –  (

) 
, -



2 0 9

; -
;
-

  -
. 

. , 
, 
, -

,
-

5.
 « » -

,  ,  
, -

. 
, 

, -
-

 « ».
-

, 
. , -

» : 
, , 

, , 
.

 « » -
,
:

1. , , -
 – ; , ,

, -
 ( -

-
, -

), -
  –   ( -

-
): If you say that a woman is a lady, you mean

that she behaves in a polite, dignified, and graceful
way6. (She- , behaves – 

 ( ), polite, dignified, and
graceful way – , 

 – ).

2. , , -
 –  ;  ,  -
, -

, , 
 – -

: If someone calls a person, usually a man, a
bastard, they are insulting him, for example
because he has behaved very unpleasantly7. (He
– , has behaved – -

 ( ), unpleasantly –   ,
 – ).

3. , , -
 – 1 – -

; , -
, 

, -
 – -

: <…> To atone for this conduct,
therefore, Elinor took immediate possession of
the post of civility which she had assigned herself,
behaved with the greatest attention to Mrs.
Jennings, talked with her, laughed with her, and
listened to her whenever she could; and Mrs.
Jennings on her side treated them both with all
possible kindness <…> 8 (she, Mrs. Jennings –

, behaved – -
 ( :

talked with her, laughed with her, and listened
to her whenever she could), treated – -

 (
), Mrs. Jennings, them both –

; with the greatest
attention, with all possible kindness – -

 – -
 (J. Austen).

4. , , -
 – 1 – -

; , ,
-

 – -
: If  someone you do know well behaves in

a familiar way towards you, they treat you very
informally in a way that you might find
offensive9. (someone, they – , behaves,
treat –  ( ),
you – , a familiar way, in a way that you
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: She behaved as if she was beautiful10. «Mr.
Morland has behaved vastly handsome indeed»,
said the gentle Mrs. Thrope, looking anxiously
at her daughter11. They behaved in an unnatural

way that is intended to impress other people12.
-

, 
,

. -
-

  -
. , -

,  -
, -

: «To behave to her guests with such
superciliousness!»13. -

, -
: «She behaved to her guests with

superciliousness», .
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: behave oneself,  conduct
oneself, comport oneself, demean oneself, deport
oneself, acquit oneself.   
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: She always she’ll let me stay – but only
if I behaved myself .I told the kids I’d take them
out for a burger and fries if they behaved
themselves – it worked like magic!15
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 behave, -

 « -
» -

 (
conduct -

-
 « »).  , -

,  ,
,  «… they behaved

in an impolite or aggressive way»16, -

. 

, . -
, -

.

,
 « -

-
». -

treat,
behave: Once Dad said to me, – «Your mother
treats me, sometimes, as if I weren’t here – as if
I were invisible» 17. Well, I shall see how they
behave to me this evening; we shall meet at the
rooms» 18. If someone behaves badly or treats
other people badly, they act in an unkind,
unpleasant, or unacceptable way19. -
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20.
,

 « », -
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, 
: She behaved as if she was beautiful.

«Mr. Morland has behaved vastly handsome
indeed», said the gentle Mrs. Thrope, looking
anxiously at her daughter21. -
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: You have to behave.
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(*If someone is expelled from a school or
organization, they are officially told to leave
because they have behaved badly – -

). =
They were behaving themselves22. = «The
Claythrone girl, I find, was governess in a family
where a death occurred by drawing. However,
she doesn’t seem to have had anything to do with
it, and as a matter of fact she behaved very well,
swam out to the rescue and was actually carried
out to sea and only just rescued in time»23.

,
  , 

.
 1: smb + V (behave, act) +  in  (+

adj/  part  II)  +  way +  (towards  smb)  -

: If you say that
someone does something with abandon, you
mean  that they behave in a wild, uncontrolled
way and do not think or care about how they
should behave. Someone who feels awkward
behaves in a shy or embarrassed way. Someone
who is abusive behaves in a cruel and violent
way towards other people24.

 ( ) -
,

,    -
, -

way , -
. -

.

:   the way + smb + V.   -
  : People or animals’

behaviour  is the way that they behave. If
someone is in a mood, the way they are
behaving shows that they are feeling angry and
impatient25.

 2: smb + V + adv. -
, , : If

someone behaves badly or treats other people
badly, they act in unkind, unpleasant, or
unacceptable way26. «You will bitterly
reproach him in your own heart and seriously

think that he has behaved very badly to you.
You next time he calls you, you will be
perfectly cold and indifferent» 27.

  
, -

, 
-

, -
: -

.
: smb + V(behaved)

+ (in + way +) as smb;  smb + V + like;  smb +
V + (in + way +)  as  if;  smb + V + as  well  as;
smb + V + with; smb + V + to + smb; smb + V
+  according  to;  smb  +  V  +  so/  smb  +  V  +  in

, 

. :
Conformity means behaving in the same way
as most other people28. You are acting like a
child29. She behaves as if she  was  beautiful.
Most American women do30. If you are
disappointed in someone, you are rather sad
because they have not behaved as well as you
expected them to.6 He had behaved with undue
and oily familiarity… She <…> could receive
her sister-in-law on her arrival, and treat her
with proper attention <…> 31 Well, I shall see
how they  behave  to  me this evening; we shall
meet at the rooms» 32. Someone who is God-
fearing is religious and behaves according to
the moral rules of their religion33. «But perhaps
observed Catherine», «though she has behaved
so ill by our family, she may behaved better by
your’s» 34.

-
, 

,   -
, -

,  ,  in,  like,  with,  to,  according to,  
 as  if,  as  well  as,  so.

 4: smb + MV + V, -
-

.  :
A code is a set of rules about how people should
behave or about how something must be done.
A  homily  is  a  speech  or  piece  of  writing  in
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which someone complains about the state of
something or tells people how they ought to
behave35. <…> but she had had no
opportunity, till the  present, of showing them
with how little attention to the comfort of
other  people she could act when occasion
required it36.
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