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The article is devoted to the problem of concepts’ structure, in particular, the role and function of a
symbolic part of a concept as well as the methods of its distinguishing and study. Symbol is considered to
be a specific category, which is distinct from image and metaphor. Theoretical results are proved by
practical research on cultural concepts «God» and «Devil» in the Russian, French and English languages.
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symbole de deux traits caract ristiques: il
manifeste un contenu latent et engendre le
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 («The Devil»s Advocate»,
«The Ninth Gate», «Bedazzled», «The Stand»,
«End Of Days»)
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Ethnical and regional components – creative works that reflect the traditional culture of Mordovia –
are shown in the article. Main attention is given to the historiography of the question; the author points
that artists show not only the material part of the Mordovian culture (settlings, landscape, houses and
utensils, national clothes), but the spiritual one (rites and ceremonies) as well.
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