
2 2 2

-

 « -
» -

. « -
» ,

-
,  ,  ,  .  .  ,  « -

” -
-
-

»1 .
, 

, -
, 

. -
-

 ( ) 
 (

). -

-
 ( ) -

-
-
-

 « »  « ». 
-
-
-

: , , -
, . 

-
; 

.
-
-

: -
-

. . ), 
 –   ( .  .  

).
-

 ( ) -

. . 

, 

.
 – , . 

,  « -
». -

, , -
. , -

.

The article provides some results of component and contextual analysis of phraseological units with
‘behaviour’ matter. We find out three structural components of human behaviour, based on the component
meanings of the fixed expressions – they are an act, a course of actions and the way of life. The research
touches upon some comparative, psycholinguistic and cultural aspects.
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 « /behaviour», «  ( )

/to behave, act» -
-
-

:
1) : «

» = , -
2 ; ‘birds of a feather’ = (in

reference to personality traits, behaviours, etc)
someone is very similar to another (named or
implied) person3 ;

2) : «
» = , -

, -
 ( ,

) 4 ; «bring grist
to someone’s mill» = to further someone’s
cause (often that of one’s opponent, the
opposite par ty, or someone undeserving)
indirectly or unintentionally by one’s actions
or behaviour;

3)  :  « ,  
» = ,

,
, ,

; ‘not to know how to
face someone’ = (not to know) how to act, to
behave in someone’s presence out of shame,
embarrassment.
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 « », «  ( )»,

», ‘life style’, ‘live’, ‘typical’, ‘way
of life’, ‘usual’: , « -

» = ( ) , 
, -
,  -

; ‘a lone wolf’ = a person who has
dissociated himself from his milieu, from his
traditional way of life, from his usual activity;

» = ( )
, , -

; ‘be a country bumpkin’ = to live in
ignorance, be backward, uncultured.
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 + ».  «
 / », ‘be / become’

-
-

:
1) : « »

= ( ) , , ,
; «true to oneself» = (be,

remain) the way one is by nature (in terms of
character, outlook, etc), (behave) in one’s
customary manner;

2) :  « »
= , 6 ;
«keep your eyes open» = to be watchful,
cautious, vigilant (in order to avoid danger,
prevent an unpleasant occurrence, protect
one’s interests, etc);

3) : «
» = ( ) ;

‘someone’s jaw dropped’ = ( ) be
utterly amazed and show one’s amazement.
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», « , …» ( ,
» = , -

, ‘shrinking
violet’ = a very shy and timid young man) 

-
-

. -
 ‘shy’ 

: ‘shy’ =
(of behaviour, etc) showing that one is nervous,
afraid,  etc  in  this  way7 .  « -

» 
: « ,

, -
» [4], -
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-
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8 .

9 ,
 «not to do sth»:

1 – to not do something that you should do
(«just stand there/just sit there»); 2 – to decide
it is better not to do something («hold back»,
«think twice»); 3 – to not do something because
it does not seem important («give something a
miss»); 4 – to not do anything because there is
nothing to do («be at a loose end»).

-
 « », «

/ », « ».
‘course of actions’, -

:  ,  
» -

 « »  «
-

», 
-

, 
-

. -

-
, -

, : « -
» = , 

;  ‘keep  hammering  away  at  the
same thing’ = direct all one’s energies toward
a set goal (usually over a long period of time);

» =
, ,

, ; ‘wear down one’s
resistance’  =  ( )  force  someone  to
do something against his will by besieging him
with persistent and irksome requests, actions.
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», « », « », «( -
», ‘do’, ‘act’. , « »

(= , -
10 ) / «go for broke» (= to act

desperately, putting everything at risk, usually
striving to achieve something significant), 

-
, -

.
-
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. 
-

 ‘repaid someone in his own coin’ =
respond to someone’s actions, behaviour by
treating  him  in  the  same  way.  

: , -
-

, : « -
»  « -

,  
, -

, ;  
» ,

 « » -
.

-
-

 « », « », « »,
‘repeating’, ‘over and over’, ‘endlessly’,
continually’, -

-
 («

» =
, 

; , »,
«be on someone’s back» = assert something
over to someone, repeating it continually; to
astonish someone endlessly), 

 (« -
 / » = ,

, , 
»).

-
, -

. 
,  «

» («he always takes the bull by the horns»)
 « »

(«he constantly goes overboard»), 

.
-

,  « »,
», « », «

», ‘act’, ‘demean’
: « », « -

», ‘act a part’, ‘demean oneself’
. . , -

,  ,
, ,

-
 – 
 «  / do, make».
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 «collect
yourself» -

 (= to prepare
yourself mentally for something; try to control
your emotions and become calm13 ). ,

 « -
»,  -

:  «A  few  moments  later
Lady Croom enters from the music room,
seeming surprised and slightly flustered to find

the schoolroom occupied. She collects herself,
closing the door behind her. And remains
watching, aimless and discreet, as though not
wanting to interrupt the lesson»14 .
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», «  ( )…», ‘life style’,
‘live’

 / », ‘course of
actions’

», « », « »,
», « », ‘do’, ‘act’, ‘perform’
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», « »,

 / »,
‘behaviour’, ‘behave’, ‘be /
become’
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