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The article deals with the semantic structure of English directed motion verbs. The author claims that
there are two basic types of semantic components found in the semantic structure of motion verbs – the
path components and the manner of motion components, the latter being more typical of English motion
verbs and reflecting a wide range of manners and ways of motion.
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,   -

. 

-
 (exit, enter .), -

   ( . . ) -
  (advance, withdraw, ascend, descend

.),  
-

 (pass, cross, follow, chase .), -
, . . , 

, , -
 (circle, round,  swing,  weave, zigzag

.),   (cut,
turn, veer, swerve .)  . .

 Sophie decided on the more conventional
route, jamming the wheel hard to the right,
circling properly until she exited, cut left,  and
swung into the north-bound lane, accelerating
towards  Rue  de  Rivoli2.

 She weaved recklessly through the jam,
cutting off cars and eliciting angry horn blasts.
She passed the wreckage on the highway and
broke into the clear with a final, quick lane
change3.

  , -

  
,  

 (to advance, to circle, to
cross, to descend, to enter, to exit, to pass,
to  return,  to  reverse  .)  –  ,  -

.  -
. 

    -
, 

, . . 
,

, ,  «He crossed
the street running».

  « -
» -

.
  -

  (to drive, to bus, to motorcycle 

.),  (to crawl, to race
.), 

(to chug, to roar .),  -

(to shudder, to lurch .), -
 (to glide,

to plow .),  (to skid,
to  slide,  to  slip  .),  

 (to inch, to
glide .)  .  .

 The roads were strewn with branches and
the rain was so hard on the windshield I had to
crawl along with my headlights on4.

 He squealed around the corner of his
street expecting to see rescue squad vehicles
parked outside the house5.

 The car slid across the oncoming lane
and down an embankment before skidding
across a muddy, sparsely grassed shoulder and
up a slight incline into some large trees6.

, 
, -

, -

,  
(chase, pursue), -

 (flee), 
(prowl), 
(sneak, slip),  (escort, convoy),  -

 (tail, follow),  (wander,
roam,  ramble)  .  .

6. A woman allegedly high on meth and
driving a stolen car fled police, ran a stop sign,
and hit another car, killing the driver7.

7. Five die on the M4 after a car which had
earlier been pursued by police crashed head-
on with another vehicle 8.
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  -
   -

, -

,  
 (the  car  accelerated  out  of  the

parking lot, a truck boomed down the street,
the car careered onto the other side of the road
into the oncoming traffic).

,

,
, -

, –
,  ,  ,  .  -

-
,   -

  -
, – -

 (to stream, to swarm, to
pour).   -

  , -
 – 

-
, -

. -
,   -

,   -
  -

. , -
  ,  

», 
   

. ,  to grip
, how well the car grips, and how

easy it is to control)  
,   -

 « » , 
.   -

, 
-

,   
 « ». 

  ,  -
  -

,      -
.

, 
-

, ,
,   , 

  . -
  , ,

to  wade,  -
-

 ( , the car  waded carefully across
the flooded street),  -

-
, -

,   (as  his  car  waded
through the traffic, he fondly remembered the
days when he could zoom on this very road9).

  
-

-
, , 

, -
.   -

, -
 «

», 
,  «

»  « -
».  -

    «
»  «

» (to hurtle, to scream, to
vroom, to zing, to zoom .),  « -

»  « -
» (to crawl, to limp, to slog  – -

, to skim, to
skitter – ), 

 « -
»   « -

» (to coast, to glide, to slide,
to slip – , .).

-
  -



2 0 0

. -
, -

, 
-

.  
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  : -
, 

  V + Zero, 
, 

-
, -

    V+ RefPoint, 
 V+Path,  Path

-
, 

.

,  -
,

  
 ( , to advance, to

retreat, to withdraw, to descend),   -
-

 ( , to turn, to
swerve, to zag).

8. As the armored car withdrew, the defense
platoon and sappers halted enemy infantry
advancing over a ridge to the west10.

, -
, -

-
,  ,

, -
, 

 (the car rides
well), , -

 (the car slipped
momentarily)   -

 (the car jerked
but did not start).

  ,

, . .  c
-

    -
 ( ), . . , -

, -
, 
  . -
, -

  ,

, 
  , -

-
 (  (to

exit, to leave),  (to enter), -

 (to  cross,  to  pass,  to  follow),  
-

 (to wander, to roam, to cruise).
9. Fasid exited the Shore-Belt-POW

Parkway and got on the Van Wyck Expressway
heading south into JFK11.

10. She crossed the Memorial Bridge,
skirted the National Cemetery and zigzagged
through the suburban streets to her home12 .
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    «move +
», :   to follow – «to move

behind», to cross – «to move across»,  to roam –
«to move about», to circle – «to move around».
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  « ».   – 
, -

, , , -
-

 ( ).   ,  
,   ,    to  spin,  to

swirl,  to  twirl,  to  whirl,  to  shudder,  to  wobble,  to
lurch, to sway, to rock (the car  spun  off the
road,  the bus wobbled down the dusty road,  the
truck swayed along a dirt  track).  -

   – -
,   

-
 (to bellow,

to boom, to chug, to crunch, to growl .),
 «

» -
 « » . -

  -
  -

-
 (a car

whirred up to the curb, he screamed off in his
car, the automobile squealed around the corner).
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13. , 

-

, -
 – -

, -
 (

-
), :  bus,

drive, walk, trot, float  . .  
,   

  -

, -
.
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