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The article reveals the problem of forming of the national elite in Yakutia. Special attention is paid to
the first stage of appearing of the Yakut national elite from the time of its genesis (late 17 th–18th centuries).
The author views in detail the process of assertion of rights and privileges of the local highest ranks, which
resulted in its stage-by-stage forming as the national elite.
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The artistic forms of stone horse standings, which were developed by people in the Jinnan area in the
Shaanxi Province and the Weibei area in the Shanxi Province, were used not only to tether livestock, but
also to awe, decorate the dwelling and to pray. This can be seen in the carvings on tops of horse standings,
which combine circle-carving, relief-carving and line-carving and leave us rich resources to study folk art
of the Ming and Qing Dynasties.

Key words: horse standing, Weibei, function, folk art, West China.




