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The article deals with the combination of concepts (conceptosphere) of the novel «Brothers and sisters
from Naples» by the Austrian writer Franz Werfel. It is focused on the key words of European culture of
the 1930s: «fascism», «money», «law». Basic symbols of the novel are revealed through literary concepts
denoted by these key words.
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The article is dedicated to the problem of period delimiting in Old Icelandic prosaic texts. The end of
the previous period and the beginning of the following one may be marked by the use of a present verb form
after a series of past forms or vice versa.

Key words: tense, present, past, alternation, period, delimitation.
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