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The article is dedicated to the problem of period delimiting in Old Icelandic prosaic texts. The end of
the previous period and the beginning of the following one may be marked by the use of a present verb form
after a series of past forms or vice versa.

Key words: tense, present, past, alternation, period, delimitation.

-



2 4 5

. , 
. 

, -
.

-
. . . -

: -
, , 2 .

. -
, ,

.  -
, ,

, , , , -
3.

-
. , -

, 
:   1)  -

; 2) ;
3) ; 4) -

;  5)  -
; 6) 4 .

, , 
. 

-
. -

?
: sli bi ur5  hann

la allra manna armastan, “og tt  ver ir
allur a  sk mm  skal eg n  fara”. N fer

sli vi  t lfta mann  eyna S xu. ‘ -
, -

, «
, ». -

6

’ (G sla saga S rssonar). -
, -

-
bi ur ’, , -

fer ’,

. , -
-

. 
, -

. 

, -
. , 

-
, 

: -

. -

-
.

, , , -
. ., -

-

. 

, . -
, -

7. 
, 

.
: -

-
.  -

 – -
, 

, , -
.

-

. 
-

.
1. -

,  -
, -

, -
: … u skip gott og f runeyti, ru  lei

na, er eir voru b nir. En er eir koma  Torgar,
 senda eir Sigur i menn og l ta segja honum…
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…’ (Egils saga).
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: Kona ein

var ti og  fer eirra og segir ni. Hann ba
menn ganga  anddyri  og taka vopn s n. eir
ger u svo ‘

. 

.  ’ (Brennu-
Nj ls saga).
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Nu r a menn heim af ingi og ri u margir til
Hl arenda ‘ , 

’ (Brennu-
Nj ls saga).

-
-

. -

, -
. -

. -
-
,

. -
,
-

. -

:   –  -
. -

, 
,

. -

. -

, , -
. -

, 
. -

, -
-

. 

 – 
. ,

, -
, . -

-

.  ,  -
, -

. 

, -

, .

.
, 

, -
.

-
-
-

. 
, -

,  -
, , 

-
, -

 – -
.

1 . . -
 //  – 2004.  6–17  2004 .:  /

 « ». . 6. ., 2005; . -



2 4 7

 // -
. . . : .  2007.  17(43).

2 . .  « » // 
. . .  2. 1976.

3 nnroth L. The Concept of Genre in Saga Literature. – Scandinavian Studies, Lawrence, Kansas
1975. Vol. 47. N 4.

4 .: . . .
5 ,  –

.
6 vi  t lfta . ‘ ’, . : . . -

. .; ., 1949.
7 Heusler A. Altisl ndisches Elementarbuch. Heidelberg, 1913; . . -

: 
. ., 1991.

, -
, 

. ,

 ( ), -
, -

. 
,

, 
, 

-

. . 

.
 – , . . 

, 
, 

.

The author of the article reveals the essential characteristics of social health, defines its typological
attributes, theoretically and empirically proves the influence of different factors on social health of population.
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