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The article is devoted to the analysis of the artistic didactics of Julian Barnes, one of the most popular
prose writers in Great Britain. Life as the most serious and absolute value is an unexceptionally relevant
character in the writer’s stories and novels.
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Some grisaille paintings created on the base of mythological subjects are considered in the article. The
problems of decryption of plots have not been investigated enough in the researches dedicated to decorative
paintings of the epoch of classicism. Some panels situated in the interiors of the buildings of Saint Petersburg
and its suburbs are described in this publication. Their prototypes have been found and therefore the plots
have been determined.

Key words: grisaille painting, classicism, prototype, mythological subject.




