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The article describes the associative potential of nouns, which is actualized in the process of metaphorical
quantification. Used metaphorically some English nouns can function as metaphorical quantifiers.
Quantification expressed by such nouns as «drop», «world» etc. is based on the cognitive operation of
comparison, which makes possible to term them as «metaphorical quantifiers».

Key words: actualization, associative potential, metaphorical quantification.
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:
1)  «What use is your drop of soup and a

couple of pies going to be to four of them?»
(Cookson C.).

2) The airship is flying too low over a tightly
clustered crystal forest of fragile skyscrapers,
and it is clipping them with its wide wings
(Drabble M.).

3) That was really all that was left to say,
but the finger of fear that she had been avoiding
began to crawl up her spine now, too (Steel D.).
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: Edinburgh Associative Thesaurus4

The University of South Florida word
association, rhyme, and word fragment norms5.

drop, forest,
finger.

S   R ( S – ; R – ).
Drop drip, fragment, ocean, rain, tiny,

trickle, pour
-
.

  tiny, 
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   -drop – -
-ocean a drop in the ocean, -

 « -
».

Forest dense, everywhere, of, park, trees,
thicket, jungle

dense -
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4) Gary turned on the light and surveyed the

Manhattan of books before him (Fry S.).
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a pile of books. -
Manhattan of books

a pile of
books
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5) A week at a health farm had done him the

world of good (Collins J.).
6) «They think the  world of you», said Willie

Young (Cookson C.).
world -

:
S   R
World big, chaos, circle, continents,

disorder, people, universe
-

  -
. 

big, chaos  , -
  

. -
a world of  a lot of -

-
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7) The woman’s legs were drawn up under

what appeared to be a long dark coat; she looked
like a bundle of rags (Cookson C.).

8) Above the line huge bundles of coffee-
brown cloudlets marched in fast disorder
(Murdoch I.).

9) Oh, thanks a bundle (Atwood M.).
bundle -

-
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,  

burden cluster, , -
 « -

».
10) Her answer spoke volumes to her

(Steel D.).

volume.
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Volume amount, area, full, mass, one,
quantity, size, weight
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The article considers alterations that take place in the course of intercultural communication, caused
by rapid growth of mass media, playing a significant role in the cultural integration. Their function in the
process is surprisingly ambiguous: wide audience, new cultural space impacts greatly public consciousness
and the character of interaction between the cultures.

Key words: culture, intercultural communication, mass media, unified cultural space, acculturation,
cultural shock.
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