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As shown in the article, these were the works by the Chinese dignitaries Lin Zexu and Wei Yuan that
the main trends in the social, political and philosophical thinking of the middle 19th century’s China went
back to. In the works of Zeng Guofan, Li Hungzhang and Zhang Zhidong, the leaders of the so-called
«self-strengthening» policy, these ideas took their final shape. The author emphasizes how the original
Eastern culture and identities were kept untouched while borrowing Western technologies.
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