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The article considers the peculiarities of the English and Russian language phraseological unit creating
with the general semantic component «very», including those, built using the principle of semantic «conflict»
between the component parts, or between the general meaning of the phraseological unit and the component
parts, as well as gender-related phraseological units. Zoomorphic and vegetal metaphors, creating
phraseological images, have been analyzed.
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», at a good bat – « , 
», old cat – « , -

», like hell – « , 
, », hair and hide – « -
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, a silver tongue – ,
», be dead keen on something – « -
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, : Winchester
goose, cousin Betty lady of pleasure . .

-
hot head – «

», old cat – « ,
», admiral of the

bottle – « , -
»  ( .  .)  .
4.  ( -

) -

, , :
, , (as) cunning as a

fox – « », (as) fierce as a tiger –
», (as) harmless as a dove –

», (as) timed as a hare –
», (as) stupid as donkey –

», stupid as an owl – « ,
», (as) fleet as a deer – « -

» .
5. ,

-
. 

-

 « »,
», « », « »: ,

, 
, , 

, , ; pipe
one’s eyes, cry one’s eyes out, put the finger in
the eye, to cry one’s heart out, one’s heart is
breaking .

-
-
-

:
, ),  ( ), 

 ( ),  ( ),  ( -
), blush to the roots of one’s

hair – « » . .
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: walk on air, in the seventh heaven, get//keep
one’s tail up, over oneself, on the top of the world

.  -
-

: (as) happy as a king, lucky
dog, lucky beggar, lucky devil, to be as happy as
a bird, to be happy as a sand-boy .

7. -
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-
: .: ,

, -
, , -

, to bring somebody’s
heart into his mouth, to have one’s heart in one’s
mouth . -

,  « »  «
», , ,

», -

 « ».  ,  -

 – « ») : cold
feet – « , », go down in
one’s boots ( .) – « , -

» .
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: .: rise at a feather ( .) – « -
, », fly into

a rage – « , »,
go up  in the air – « ,

», one’s blood is up – « -
, », go of the deep end –

, »,
let oneself go – « »,
go hay wire – « » .  .

-
: ) , -

 ( ): be on edge – «
», be all on edge – « ,

», ) 
, , 

: get warm, be in
fire, get hot, be on hot coals ., ) -

, -
: get into a wax, get in the bate, cut up savage,

throw a fit . . -
, 

: blow one’s
top ( .), hit the ceiling ( .) . .
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: a man of many words. -

: gay dog, jolly dog, (as)
dumb as an oyster – « » .
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» ( -
to go – « »), (as) brick as a bee –

, , »,
like old boots – « , »,
as fast as a one’s legs can carry one – «

, », like hell – « -
, », like one o’clock – «

, », as fast as a hare –
, »
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, ».
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-
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full – « ». 
, -

, : full chisel ( .),
full fling .

 « »  « »,
-

: like hell , ride hell for
leather, like a bat out of hell, like blazes, hell for
leather .
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, , work like a slave,
like a horse, work like a nigger (

). 
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): , old

bird – « , », up to
snuff .  .

 « »
(« »):  [ ] ,

, , a crack hand –
, »,

an old hand – « ».
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admiral of the red – « , -

». -
 « »: ,

bright in the eye .
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 [1, . 35]. 
-
-
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: all there, off one’s rocket, nobody home,
be) not all there .  -

lame under the
hat – « , » ( .

»).
 « » -

:
, , -

, , , a clear
head, have a good head, good head on one’s
shoulder, a wooden head .

-

: , 
, -

, , , .
, , -

 « , » -

 « » – « »:
, to have a brilliant mind, to have a

ready (quick) wit, smart as paint, too clever by
half ( .)  .

-
: (as) stupid as an

owl – « », (as) stupid as donkey –
», slow coach – «

, » .
-

 « », -
, , 

.
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