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The article is devoted to epistolary genre of the 18th century and linguistic features of Laurence Sterne«s
letter-writing style.

General features of epistolary texts are studied together with peculiar features of sentimentalism and
individual features of Laurence Sterne«s style.

Key words: epistolary genre, letter, Laurence Sterne, emotiveness, collocation.
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«…I’m half in love with You» [1, . 691].
«…Yours faithfully if not affectionately…»

[1, . 691].
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/ . . . . . .

love
affection
passion

loving
affectionate

to love affectionately
ardently

144

happiness happy
pleased

delighted

happily 126

joy
amusement

rapture

amused
amusing
joyous
joyful
jolly
glad

enchanting
merry
gay

adorable

to amuse
to please

amusingly 77

/ delight
pleasure

delightful
pleasant

pleasurable

to delight pleasantly 112

admiration admirable
charmed
ravished

to admire
to ravish

54

sorrow
unhappiness
melancholy
dejection

unhappy
sad

miserable

unhappily
sadly

49

/ pity poor
compassionate

mean
sorry

to pity 42

/
/

concern
impatience

concerned to concern
to trouble

impatiently 73

fear frightened to fear
to frighten

fearfully 61

surprise
astonishment

amazed
surprised

astonished

to surprise
to astonish
to amaze

surprisingly 38

malice  malicious 10
disgust
revolt

to disgust
to revolt

12

distress 18
jelousy jelous 18

contempt contemptuous 6

«…I am all that honour and affection can
make me…» [1, . 696].

-
-

,  -
-

:

«… And so thou hast fixed thy Bramin’s
portrait over thy writing-desk; and will consult;
it, in all doubts and difficulties. – Grateful and
good girl!» [1, . 698].

«–  I  want  to  hear  you  are  well  –  I  want  to
hear You say, you have something more than
cold esteem for me…» [1, . 720].
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» [16, . 135].
:

 warm simile ( );
 dull phlegm ( );
 literary commerce ( -

);
 careless irregularity ( -

).

:
 good behaviour ( );
 honest woman ( );

 dry desert ( );
 good and easy heart ( -

).
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,  giddy fellow; vile letter; sad asthma;
polluted heart; sentimental writing .
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