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Situations involving grief and loss are most dramatic to overcome in old age.  It is only recently that
understanding the complex influence of loss on human adaptations and collective responses has come. But
still much should be investigated to estimate the influence of loss on the human development at old age and
to find a way to help.

Key words: elderly people, hard loss, system «old man – environment», social help, family environment,
family strategies, activity.
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The paper’s objective is to propose a theoretical approach to analysis of the cultural concepts and
connotations while avoiding traditional essentialist pitfalls of linguistic and cultural relativism. The approach




