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Social services of the Russian orthodox Church in prisons have deep historical roots. The first prison
guardianships appeared in Russia as long ago as 1819. This problem is very acute for Mordovia, on the
territory of which there are 17,000 convicts, 90 % of whom are descendants of Russian Orthodox Christians.
The main trends of services are spiritual support, humane, medical and legal assistance.

Key words: prison churches, social services, charity, orthodoxy, convicts, spiritual support,
humane assistance.
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The article is devoted to the history of the Anglo-French rivalry over the Nigerian territories in the
Western Africa in 1890-s. Among the matters researched are the treaties between Great Britain, France
and Germany on the partition of the region into the spheres of influence, main stages of its conquest and
Anglo-French negotiations about the delimitation of the disputable territories in 1897–1898.
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