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The article is concerned with pragmatic peculiarities of gender-polite euphemisms employed in
contemporary English and gives a survey of politeness strategies. Alongside with politeness, other concurrent
pragmatic principles generating euphemisms are highlighted.

 Key-words: euphemism, gender, politeness, pragmatic principle.
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thousand pities, tale of two cities -

titties. , 
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warpaint (« » – ), on
the shelf (« » – -

), fishing fleet («
» – ) – -

. 

 – -
, -

,  .  .  ,  -
-

 « » -
: «An

O’Keefe Hotels manager, who hadn’t known
his chief executive was listening, had declared
of Dodo not long ago: “Her brains are in tits;
only trouble is, they’re not connected”.»9 .
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spring chicken (not  young)  -
, -

:
’I’m sleeping with a grandfather!’ ‘Hey’ – he
grinned, – ‘you ain’t no spring chicken’10 .
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. , PG
(pregnant), PMS (premenstrual syndrome),
PMT (premenstrual tension) -

.
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,  ,  no better
than she should be, -
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 « -
»12; -

kugel (proud wealthy
young woman), -

13.
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The article, based on the analysis of the characteristics of the mass conscience and its interaction with
other elements of public conscience, provides a definition of the mass conscience, lists the factors, generating
this phenomenon, as well as its main features.
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