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The analysis shows that the Proverbs of Solomon could be considered as birth of homiletics. The
theory is supported by the following points: the Proverbs are characterised by the main features of the
sermon as they are presented in the Matthew’s Gospel X, the major sermon rhetorical techniques and
strategies are used. The analysis is carried out on the basis of the English translation of the Bible.

Key words: homiletics, the Proverbs of Solomon, rhetoric, sermon.
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: The fear of the Lord is

the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom
and instruction (Prov 1:7); The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom; and the knowledge
of the Holy One is insight (Prov 9:10).
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, :
Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts,
no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or
sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their
food (Matth 10:9–10).  ,

,

 ( -
  III 

): I give you also what you have not
asked, both riches and honor all your life; no
other king shall compare with you (1 Kings 3:13).

, -
, , 

 (1 Kings 3:5–14), -
, 

: Take my instruction instead
of silver, and knowledge rather than choice of
gold; for wisdom is better than jewels, and all
that you may desire cannot compare her (Prov
8:10–11); Better is a little with the fear of the
Lord than great treasure and trouble with it
(Prov 15:16).
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,  The
Poetical and Wisdom Books, -

-
 ( -
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) ,
,

 (1Kings 3:5–15). -
: God gave

Solomon very great wisdom, discernment, and
breadth of understanding as vast as the sand on
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the seashore, so that Solomon’s wisdom surpassed
the wisdom of Egypt. He was wiser than anyone
else, wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman,
Calcol, and Darda, children of Mahol; his fame
spread throughout all the surrounding nations
(1Kings 4:29–31).
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Everyone therefore who acknowledges me
before others, I also will acknowledge before my
Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before
others, I also will deny before my Father in
heaven (Matth 10:32–33).

For waywardness kills simple, and the
complacency of fools destroys them; But those
who listen to me will be secure and will live at
ease, without dread of disaster (Prov 2:32–33).
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: Whoever welcomes a prophet will receive a

prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a
righteous person in the name of righteous person
will receive the reward of the righteous; and
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one
of these little ones in the name of disciple – truly
I tell you, none of these will lose their reward
(Matth 10:41–42). 
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the poor lends to the Lord, and will be repaid in
full (Prov 19:17).
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: Speak

out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the
poor and needy (Prov 31:9); 

: The talk of fools is a rod for their
backs, but the lips of the wise preserve them
(Prov 14:3); , 

, 
, -

: the ants are a people without power, yet they
provide their food in the summer (Prov 30:25).

, -
-

: No wisdom, no understanding,
no counsel, can avail against the Lord (Prov
21:30), My  child,  keep  my  words and store
up my commandments with you; Keep my
commandments and live, keep my teachings as
the apple of the eye (Prov 7:1–2).
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  : Hear, my child, and

accept my words, that the years of your life may
be many (Prov 4:10), Commit your work to the
Lord, and your plans will be established (Prov
16:3);  : The beginning of wisdom
is this: Get wisdom, and whatever else you get,
get insight (Prov 4:7), The reward for humility
and fear of the Lord is riches and honor and life
(Prov 22:4) : Anyone who tills
the land will have plenty of bread, but one who
follows worthless pursuits will have plenty of
poverty (Prov 28:19), Whoever sows injustice
will reap calamity, and the rod of anger will fail
(Prov 22:8).
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