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The article considers lexical-semantic variation of the adjectives « » in the Russian
language and «white/black» in the English language from a cognitive point of view. Models of lexical-
semantic variation of these adjectives are examined as ways of conceptualising a fragment of lingual colour
world picture determined by cultural parameters.

Key words: lexical-semantic variation, models of polysemy, semantic shift, semantic transfer, world
picture.
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:
 (1) -

.
. 

. .  (1912)]; (2) I slowed down and
children ran beside the car, a flock of skinny
white birds, hopping and shouting [Nina
Bawden. A woman of my age. London: Virago
Press Ltd, 1991].
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 // ];  (4) The long walls
were clean and white and empty [Jane Rogers.
Her living image. London: Faber & Faber Ltd,
1990].
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(5) -
 « » -

, -
 [

.  //  ( -
), 2003.05.26]; (6) Maybe you’re pure and

white as the driven snow [Jennifer Taylor,
Surrey Richmond. Destined to love: Mills &
Boon, 1992].
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white:

(7)
, : – 
 [ .  .  ];  (8) When

Joyce sat down, Cecil recalled, his face was white
with hate [F. Selwyn. Hitler’s Englishman.
London: Routledge & Kegan Paul plc, 1987].
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(1912)]; (10) … some of the trees were already
skeletons against the autumn sky, mingling their
black branches with cables… [Barnes, Trevor.
A midsummer killing. Seven oaks: New English
Library, 1991].
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(11) -
-

; … 
, , -

 [ . .
 (1879)]; (12) Larsen licked dry lips and

nodded, his eyes returning quickly to their constant
sweep of the outer darkness and the encircling black
treeline, searching for movement… [Unpublished
creative writing].
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black  «  +
»:

(13) -
 [

.  // 
(1975–1999)]; (14) Black, stinking water is
covered by a thick green scum, which crawls with
bugs, centipedes, bloated flies and worse [Carl
Sargent. Castle Drachenfels. Nottingham:
Games Workshop, 1992].
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,  …
. , 

 // . 2003.07.09]; (16) If
you wish to avert a major black era  in  Leeds
history I suggest a full and public explanation…
[Leeds United e-mail list].
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The role of philosophy of poststructuralism in formation of the postmodernist type of art culture
comes to light in the article. Basing on examples of postmodernism art, the author shows how some theoretical
positions of philosophy of poststructuralism were realised in it.

Key words: postmodernism, poststructuralism, art culture of postmodernism, sources of postmodernism.
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