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The article is devoted to the semantic research of the English object verb «to give». Taking into
account the human factor, the article presents the analysis of direct and figurative meanings of the verb «to
give», using examples from the English dictionaries, and the mechanisms of actualisation of object-subject
meanings of the verb.

Key words: language level, speech level, actualisation of the meaning, human factor, core meaning,
metaphor, metonymy, feature.
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, Encarta®World English Dictionary,
 (core

meaning) – to present or deliver something that
one owns to another person to keep or to use, –
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 to give
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 ( ) 
,  .  .  -

.
.  to give:

We gave her flowers for her birthday / Give
me a plate, please. -

 to
give – , .  core meaning

: We presented flowers
that we owned to  her for her birthday to keep /
Deliver  a  plate  that  you  own  to  me  to  use  it.

-
-

 to give:  Give me a chance / to give advice
/ Give him my best wishes / to give one’s word.

, -
,  ,  

, 
, ,

,  to give 
, .

As  if  present  a  chance  to  me  to  use  it  /  as  if
present  advice to me to use it  /  As if  present  or
deliver best wishes that I own to him to keep /
as if to deliver one’s word that one owns to
another to keep. -

 (core meaning)  as if 
-

, -
, -

, , -
.

-
 to give:

They gave them the cottage for a week. 
-

 (core meaning): They as if presented the
cottage that they owned to them for a week to
use it. -
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. The antique chair gave when I sat on it / The
roof gave under the weight of the snow. -

, 
 (

)  ( /
).    to  give  -

 « ». -
, -

 (core meaning) – to present
or deliver something that one owns to another
person (subject) to keep or use. 
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A horsehair mattress doesn’t give much.
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 to present or deliver.

-
-

 to give . .: We
can’t negotiate until each side is willing to give
on some points / Both sides will have to give
on some issues / A withdrawn person who
doesn’t know how to give. -

 to give ,
, -

 ( . . « ») 
-

.  ,  -
, 

,  – 
 « », .

, -

 to  give:  We  can’t  negotiate  until  each
side is willing to have a characteristic to present
on some points / Both sides will have to have a
characteristic to present on some issues / A
withdrawn person who doesn’t know how to
have  a  characteristic  to  present.  -

 core

meaning  to give – to present or deliver
smth that one owns to another person to keep
or use, -

, .
, : The window gives

on the sea / This door gives onto the hallway /
The  doors  give  onto  the  terrace  –   to
give  « -

». 
, -

,  –  -
 way.   to  give  way,  

 to, -
,  .  .

 ( ), -
, 

. -

: The floor gave way
under the heavy weight / He gave way to tears,
. .  to give 

 « ».
: The window gives on the sea /

This door gives onto the hallway / The doors
give onto the terrace – -

 to give way (to), -
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   to give -
 (core meaning) 

the way : The window
presents the way that it “owns” in its sphere to

 to give
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that of the sea to keep/ This door presents the
way  that  it  “owns”  in  its  sphere  to  that  of  the
hallway to keep / The doors present the way
that they “own” in their sphere to that of the
terrace  to  keep.  -

  own,  
 to

give,  ,
.

, -
-

.
, -

 to give:
 1. Okay now, give! What happened? -

: «
! ?» 

-
 to give. 

-
, 

-
, 

. , 
 to  give     -

: Okay now,
present what you “own” in your sphere to my
sphere to keep/use! What happened? ,

 « ?»,
, 

 « » , 

, -
 « ». -

, 
-

 to give.
2. What gives?  to give -

 « »,
», -
 What happens? -

-
 (

). -
 [3;  6;  7],  -

,  « -

,  -
  » [7, . 363]. , -
 The car drives easily « -

, -
-

, -
» [7, . 362]. 
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 to  give,  .  .
to present or deliver something that one owns
(“owns”) in one’s sphere to the other’s sphere
to keep or use – -

-
; 4) -

 to give 
-

  ; 5)  to give 

, -
,   -
, ;

6)   to  give  -
,  -

, 
-

, , -
, .
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